2          THE LIFE OF KABiR.

somewhat upon a bald assertion of indebted-
ness.

In th6 Janam Sdkhz2 Kabir is mentioned as
a Bhagat equal in merit to N^nak himseify and
other Bhagats are exhorted to follow his exam-
ple. On more than one occasion Nanak quotes
with emphasised approval verses attributed to
Kabir.

The Adi Granth3^ the sacred book of the
Si]khs, gives much information concerning the
life of Kabir and the character of his teaching.
The interest which N&nak felt in Kabir -was
probably enhanced by the fact that he had
enjoyed personal intercourse with the reformer.4

In modern days the number of those who
have in one way or another come under the
influence of Kabir is very great. In the Census
Report for r9oi the number of Kabir Panthis
alone is returned as 843,171 and the actual
number is probably considerably larger, as in
the United Provinces many Kabir Panthis

(2) Janam. Sakhi (Evidence or Story of birth) is the
name given to the accounts of Nanak, current among his
followers. A translation of two such accounts will be found
in Trompp's edition, of the Adi Granth.

(3) Adi first, principal, ffrantk book The term Granth
is used by several sects to denote their authoritative writings

The quotations from. the Adi Granth are taken from
Trumpp*s translation.

(4) ITanak is said to have been 27 years of age when he
met Kabir, As Nanak was born in 1469 the year of meeting
will have been 1496, the very year in which Sikandar Lodi, the
Emperor of "Delhi, visited Jaunpur and oilier cities in that
neighbourhood.